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The Executive 
Branch of the AME 
Church, elected at 

the General 
Conference.

The Trustees of the 
AME Church, 

supervising all 
Connectional 

Church property. 

The administrative 
body of the AME 

Church, overseeing 
the denomination’s 

work in the interim of 
the General 
Conference.

An appellate court, 
the highest 

judicatory body of 
the AME Church.



- “A geographical grouping of 
congregations in a specified 
geographical area to form the legal 
entity of Methodist polity. This is 
where mission, resource personnel 
(clergy and lay) and property are 
administered, and where a bishop 
serves as president.”

- Meets yearly, at the call of the 
bishop.

- Comprised of all clergy, 
component leaders, and one 
delegate from each congregation.

- Some Episcopal Districts hold their 
Annual Conferences in the spring, 
while others hold theirs in the fall.

THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE

- The supreme body of the AME 
Church, bringing together delegates 
from all 20 Episcopal Districts to 
elect new leaders and pass new laws 
to be included in The Discipline, our 
governing document.

- Each Annual Conference elects a 
certain number of delegates (clergy 
and lay) proportional to the 
Conference’s size.

- Meets quadrennially, rotating 
locations.

- 2024: Columbus, OH

- 2028: Kansas City, MO

- 2032: Nashville, TN

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE



SELECTED SCENES FROM 
THE ANVIL: ECHOES FROM THE GENERAL CONFERENCE



QUESTIONS?



NEXT TIME:
PART IV: WORSHIP
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